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Introduction  
The Gender Equity Program (GEP) celebrates 16 Days of Activism every year. From 25 

November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, to 10 

December, Human Rights Day, the world observes 16 Days of Activism to end violence against 

women and girls throughout the globe. The purpose of this report is to give a detailed account of 

GEP’s “Let Girls Go To School” campaign to observe 16 Days of Activism throughout Pakistan. 

A total of 93 events were organized that were attended by 10,899 people. These events 

included panel discussions on “Social Media: A New Form of Violence Against Women,” 

screenings of GEP’s 3D animated cartoon series, “Mein Aur Meray Dost” [Me and My Friends], 

awareness-raising sessions and rallies on the importance of educating girls. This 

comprehensive report gives an overview of some of these events and includes statements from 

participants in context to how the “Let Girls Go To School” campaign enlightened them on the 

significance of educating the girl child. 

GEP advertised its “Let Girls Go To School” campaign via leading newspapers of Pakistan. 

Please see below for this advertisement. 

                             
 

GEP advertisement of its campaign, “Let Girls Go To School” in The News, 25 November, 2015. 
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A total of 167 streamers were displayed at focal points in Islamabad – Outside Serena Hotel, 

Attaturk Avenue, Aapbara Market, F-6 Markaz, F-7 Markaz, Margalla Road and Khayaban-e-

Iqbal. 

                                                                         
One of the streamers displayed on Attaturk Avenue, Islamabad. 

 

Throughout the “Let Girls Go To School” campaign a number of Television (TV) and Radio 

shows were also held to discuss the significance of 16 Days of Activism and women’s rights. 

GEP is proud to share that its team members whole-heartedly participated in these programs as 

guest speakers and thereby raised awareness on the multitude of issues faced by Pakistani 

women. Please see below for data related to this radio and TV shows. 

 

 349 spots of leading Pakistan Television channels - ARY News, Dawn, GEO News, ATV 

News. 

 1416 spots on Radio Channels - FM 107, FM 103, FM 89.4, FM 91, FM 100, FM 89. 

 

Television and Radio Estimated people reached 

without duplication 

PSMs on News Channels 234,0000 

Nickelodeon 450,0000 

Radio 100,0000 

Total 784,0000 
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In addition to this, students from colleges in Islamabad and Rawalpindi made pledges to play a 

more proactive role in facilitating girls to seek an education. A total of 29 pledges were signed 

by college going students from the Islamabad and Rawalpindi area. 

                                                                   
The pledge form university students filled and signed in Islamabad and Rawalpindi. 
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Numerous articles covering the “Let Girls Go To School” campaign and its events appeared in  

leading newspapers throughout Pakistan. This was in addition to the advertisement printed to 

publicize the campaign. Please see below for the circulation of these newspapers.   

Newspaper Circulation 

The News (Islamabad) 55,000 

Tribune (Islamabad) 35,000 

Dawn (Islamabad) 70,000 

Daily Times (Islamabad) 40,000 

Jang (Islamabad) 150,000 

Nawa-e-Waqt (Lahore) 150,000 

Daily Times (Lahore) 60,000 

Express (Peshawar) 60,000 

Dawn (Karachi) 150,000 

Mashriq (Peshawar) 140,000 

Nation (Lahore) 40,000 

Sada-e-Olas (Quetta) 30,200 

Karak Time (Bhakkar) 34,500 

Total 1,014,700 

Outreach of Pakistan’s Print Media 
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Let Girls Go To School – Islamabad Capital Territory  
GEP head office in Islamabad held an event entitled, Let Girls Go to School to mark 16 Days of 

Activism. The event commenced with Mr Raheem Khan, Program Officer – GEP and Shahana 

Shah, Senior Program Officer – GEP, welcoming Mr Naeem Mirza, Chief Operating Officer – 

Aurat Foundation, Mr Younas Khalid, Chief Strategy Officer – Aurat Foundation and Ms Simi 

Kamal, Chief of Party – GEP. This was followed by a review of the agenda for the event. Ms 

Shah stated that since this year’s theme for 16 Days of Activism is From Peace in the Home to 

Peace in the World: Make Education Safe for All, the dance performances, skit and mime will 

focus on the effects of gender based violence (GBV) on girls’ education.  

A Few Words by Mr Naeem Mirza 

Mr Mirza commenced his speech by congratulating GEP on holding the event and gave a brief 

overview of the history of 16 Days of Activism. He mentioned the Universal Human Rights 

Declaration referring to it as the manifesto of human rights all around the world. Speaking in 

connection to the theme of 16 Days of Activism this year, Mr Mirza stated that the right to an 

education is universal and not a favor accorded by governments to its citizens. For the benefit of 

students who were present in the audience, Mr Mirza recounted the story of the Mirabel Sisters; 

four Dominican girls who opposed the regime of Rafael Trujillo. Three of the sisters were 

violently murdered on 25 November, 1960. In 1999 the United Nations General Assembly 

designated 25 November as the International Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women in 

their honor. Mr Mirza also stated that in this digital age of information sharing no one can 

survive without education; it is no longer a luxury but rather a necessity. 

Performances for 16 Days of Activism Event 

The first performance of the event consisted of a Bharatanatyam based on the feelings and 

emotions of a gypsy girl. The dance was performed by Ms Amna Mawaz, a student of the 

famous Indu Mitha. This was followed by a short skit performed by students of IQRA University. 

A dark comedy, the skit was about on a man who dies in his sleep. In the afterlife he is met by 

two angels who hand him his book of deeds and demand explanations for his actions. More 

specifically, they question him on his refusal to educate his visually impaired sister. The angels 

of death make the man realize his misgivings by showing him various moments of his life 

wherein he had the opportunity to empower his younger sister but chose not to for fear of social 

reprisal. In particular, the man is made to relive the moment when his sister begs him to let her 

get an education, but he vehemently opposes the request and decides to get her married off 

instead.  

The next performance was another dance by Ms Mawaz to Kishwar Naheed’s poem, “Hum 

Gunahgar Aurtain” or We Sinful Women. Please see below for a translation of this poem. 
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We Sinful Women by Kishwar Naheed 

It is we sinful women  

who are not awed by the grandeur of those who wear gowns 

who don't sell our lives 

who don't bow our heads  

who don't fold our hands together. 

It is we sinful women 

while those who sell the harvests of our bodies 

become exalted 

become distinguished  

become the just princes of the material world. 

It is we sinful women  

who come out raising the banner of truth 

up against barricades of lies on the highways 

who find stories of persecution piled on each threshold 

who find that tongues which could speak have been severed. 

It is we sinful women. 

Now, even if the night gives chase 

these eyes shall not be put out. 

For the wall which has been raised 

don't insist now on raising it again. 

It is we sinful women 

who are not awed by the grandeur of those who wear gowns 

who don't sell our bodies 

who don't bow our heads 

who don't fold our hands together. 

This poem has been translated by Ms Rukhsana Ahmed. 

The next performance was a mime by the students of National College of Arts (NCA). It focused 

on the story of a young girl leading a happy life until she is married off. After this her life 

drastically changes for the worst. She is verbally and physically abused by her husband and in-

laws. The mime ends with her gaining the strength and fortitude to fight for her rights. 

The last performance of the event was another dance by Ms Mawaz. The Bharatanatyam 

performance sought to depict a poem entitled, “Is it Because I am a Woman” by Sadaf Raza 

who is a writer and human rights activist. Please see below for this poem. 

It is Because I am a Woman by Sadaf Raza 

 

It is because I don’t say 

That you borrowed my words… 

Now you sell my voice in the market, and pity me. 

You think that you can silence me till eternity. 

It is because I am bent and broken… 

That you pound me into whatever shape 
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And be my creator. 

You think you can drain me, out of me. 

It is because I am a woman, born out of necessity 

From your rib cage, 

That you exercise your will over me. 

I ask you, can you do this and more 

If I don’t permit you. 

 

This was an intense performance with live guitar and rubab played in the background.  

Closing Remarks 

Ms Kamal was asked to come on stage and offer brief closing remarks once all the 

performances had concluded. Ms Kamal stated, “Ladki Power Zindabad!” or Long Live Girl 

Power in appreciation of the performances. 

Mr Mirza stated that the performances made him realize that the youth of Pakistan are much 

more progressive in their thinking than their elders. Furthermore, he said he was happy to see 

that there has been a revival of arts and culture via youth in Pakistan. Mr Mirza also 

congratulated GEP on holding such a successful event. 

After this guests were instructed to take a few minutes and review paintings made by Ms Aliya 

Mirza, an artist and human rights activist. Please see below for pictures from this event. 

 

The mime performance on gender based violence by students of National College of Arts 
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One of the Bharatanatyam performances by Ms Amna Mawaz 

 

                                                       
A picture from the skit performance by IQRA students. 
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Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence Against Women – Sindh 
To commemorate the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, the GEP office in 

Karachi organized a panel discussion on “Social Media: New Dimension of Violence Against 

Women” on Tuesday, December 8, 2015, at the Sindh Madressatul Islam University (SMIU) in 

Karachi. This event was attended by Mr Haris Masood Zuberi, Development Outreach & 

Communications Specialist, USAID Pakistan and Mr Saqib Ahmed Khan, Project Management 

Specialist – Agriculture, USAID Karachi. 

The panel discussion aimed at creating awareness on violence faced by women and girls due to 

misuse of social media. A large number of girls become victims to this kind of violence which 

includes harassment via email, cyber-stalking, exploitation, tampering, defamation, morphing, 

visual surveillance and tracking. Considering the rising trend of this type of harassment and its 

negative impact on women and girls, the purpose of this event was to highlight this subject. The 

discussion covered the psycho-social, legal, administrative and institutional aspects of the issue 

and focused on available solutions and way forward to combatting gender-based violence 

through social media.  

The panel included Ms Gul Afroz, a student of Media Studies at SMIU, who narrated incidents 

experienced by college and university girls and the damaging effects it has had on their 

education and family life. Ms Farieha Aziz, Director of Bolo Bhi, spoke about the social 

implications of cybercrimes against women and stated that nowadays even very young children 

are avid users of the latest gadgets. Therefore, parents should assume responsibility of 

monitoring the online activities of their children. We should not stop the flow of information, but 

rather educate our children how to responsibly and ethically use social media.   

Dr Nousheen Shah, a Health Practitioner, gave insight on the psycho-social impact of social 

media violence on young girls, and said that it is still a largely unspoken issue even though it 

has increased over the past few years. She also added that there is a need for counseling 

victims and victimizers. She emphasized the need to build confidence among victims as 

generally they suffer from fear and depression after going through such emotional and 

psychological trauma.  

Ms Jehan Ara, President of Pakistan Software Houses Association for IT & ITES (P@SHA), 

highlighted the various ways to ensure safety and privacy on social media. She said that 

technology in itself is not to blame, but its misuse that causes people harm. She said that the 

younger generation needs a platform for discussion and social media provides just that. She 

also added that online safety is not complicated as simple options can be selected to ensure 

digital security.  

Advocate Muhammad Mushaffy said that there is a great need for the government to pass the 

cybercrime draft bill in order to control cyber violence and victimization. He also added that it is 

important to remember that oftentimes men are also victims of cybercrimes.  

Ms Nilofer Farrukh, editor and co-founder of NuktaArt Magazine, highlighted the responsibilities 

of civil society and said that parents and teachers are both responsible for inculcating values in 

children. Parents should encourage their children to share problems they face. She said 

regardless of the motive behind such acts, youngsters should be educated to differentiate 
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between entertainment and an act that can have devastating effects on the life of a person. Ms 

Farrukh also added that awareness raising programs should be held in educational institutes for 

change of mindsets and attitudes rather than placing prohibitions on the use of social media. 

This discussion was followed by an interactive question and answer session. Vice Chancellor Dr 

Muhammad Ali Shaikh rendered brief closing remarks in which he stated that cybercrimes are 

not only a gender issue but a social issue. When a woman in a family is affected by any kind of 

violence, the men in her household are also affected. Hence, the problem must be tackled with 

cooperation between both genders.  

A total of 280 participants (111 women and 169 men) attended the event. Please see below for 

pictures from this event and media coverage.  

                         
A picture from the panel discussion held at the Sindh Madressatul Islam University in Karachi on 

December 8, 2015. 
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Ms Mahnaz Rahman, Resident Director (GEP Karachi) handing a token of appreciation to Mr Saqib 

Ahmed Khan, Project Management Specialist – Agriculture, USAID Karachi with Mr Haris Masood Zuberi, 

Development Outreach & Communications Specialist, USAID Pakistan standing on the left. 

                     
A group photograph taken at the Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence Against Women event. 
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An article in Daily Express on the usage of social media as a new dimension of violence against women. 
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Media coverage of the GEP event held in Karachi to mark 16 Days of Activism. 
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Please see below for a table showing the screenings of the 3D Cartoon Series, Mein Aur Meray 

Dost [Me and My Friends] Community Initiatives for Development In Pakistan and Sindh 

Development Society. 

Date School Area City Boys Girls 
Total 

Students  

25-Nov-15 
Government Boys Model 
School   Hyderabad 41 2 43 

26-Nov-15 
Government Girls Lower 
Secondary School 

New Wehdat 
Colony  Hyderabad - 37 37 

30-Nov-15 
The Rauf School of 
Education Qasimabad  Hyderabad 24 22 46 

1-Dec-15 Everest Public School  Qasimabad  Hyderabad 11 9 20 

2-Dec-15 Uqab Public school  Qasimabad  Hyderabad 19 18 37 

3-Dec-15 Creative Kids School  Qasimabad  Hyderabad 30 24 54 

  TOTAL     125 112 237 
 

Date School Area City Men Women 
Total 

Students  

5-Dec-15 Sindhi Language Authority   Hyderabad  206 32 238 
 

Please see below for a table showing the screenings of the 3D Cartoon Series, Mein Aur Meray 

Dost that were organized by GEP Karachi team. 

Date School Area Boys Girls Total 
Students 

Teachers Total Outreach 

25-Nov-15 New 
Greenland 
Academy 

Nazimabad 4 32 23 55 2 57 

25-Nov-15 Lead 
Internationa
l High School 

Nazimabad 4 54 40 94 3 97 

25-Nov-15 The 
American 
School  

Clifton  46 26 72 3 75 

26-Nov-15 Pak National 
High School 

Azam Basti 68 - 68 4 72 

26-Nov-15 Al-Moiz 
Grammar 
School 

Azam Basti - 51 51 4 55 

30-Nov-15 Al-Qadir 
Model 

Lyari 35 - 35 2 37 
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English 
School 
(Campus 5) 
Boys 

30-Nov-15 Al-Qadir 
Model 
English 
School 
(Campus 6) 
Girls  

Lyari - 60 60 2 62 

30-Nov-15 Al-Qadir 
Model 
English 
School 
(Campus 7) 
Girls  

Lyari - 43 43 2 45 

30-Nov-15 Lyari 
Community 
Developmen
t Project 
School 

Lyari 102 41 143 5 148 

1-Dec-15 The Smart 
School 
Campus II 

Nazimabad 4 21 15 36 4 40 

10-Dec-15 Sind 
Madressatul 
Islam School 

Saddar 165 123 288 15 303 

  GRAND 
TOTAL  

KARACHI 523 422 945 46 991 
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Please see below for some pictures from the screenings of GEP 3D Cartoon Series, Mein Aur 

Meray Dost [Me and My Friends]. 

  
Students at the Everest School watching Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and My Friends] 

 

                                         
Students at the Government Lower Secondary School watching Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and My 

Friends]. 
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Students at the Rauf School watching Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and My Friends]. 

                                    
Students at the Uqab School watching Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and My 
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Social Media is Escalating Gender Based Violence – Azad Jammu and 

Kashmir  
The GEP office in Azad Jammu and Kashmir held an event entitled, “Role of Social Media is 

Escalating Gender Based Violence.” This event was held in collaboration with the Department of 

Sociology, Azad Jammu and Kashmir University, Muzaffabad. The event consisted of a panel 

discussion which covered the following points: 

 Students shared their views on how social media has been used to harass women and 

its role in escalating violence against them. 

 The role of educational institutions in preventing sexual harassment and violence against 

women.   

 Social implications of sexual harassment and violence and its psychological 

ramifications. 

 Blackmail and sexual harassment that can cause stress and depression. 

 Bullying and social isolation of individuals who do not succumb to blackmail and sexual 

harassment. 

 Taking safety measures including reporting acts of bullying, harassment, exploitation or 

blackmailing to university officials in order to curb such incidents. 

A number of recommendations were also shared on protection against cyber-crimes. Please 

see below for these suggestions: 

 There should be a code of conduct in educational institutes to curb cybercrimes and it 

should be implemented effectively. 

 Anti-harassment committees in university under Azad Jammu and Kashmir’s Sexual 

Harassment Act 2014 should be made effective to prevent such acts. 

 There should be awareness and advocacy programs in schools, colleges, universities 

and workplaces to spread awareness in context to cybercrimes.  

 Individuals involved in blackmailing, harassment or sexual attacks should be brought to 

justice. 

This event was attended by 30 participants. Some of the outcomes of this panel discussion 

include: 

 Raising awareness in context to cybercrimes. 

 Sensitizing women about their rights. 
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A picture from the panel discussion held at the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Screenings of GEP 3D Cartoon Series – Punjab 
The Punjab region of GEP held a host of events to mark 16 Days of Activism. This section gives 

a brief overview of event organized in collaboration with GEP Punjab and its sub-grantees. 

These events included screenings of GEP 3D Animated Cartoon Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and 

My Friends], rallies and panel discussions. 

AIDS Awareness Society (AAS), is a sub-grantee of GEP in Punjab, is a non-government 

organization working for the empowerment of marginalized groups of society, mainstreaming 

gypsy working women and providing an opportunity for them to improve their socio-economic 

conditions in Lahore. AAS held two screenings of the 3D Cartoon Series entitled Mein Aur 

Meray Dost [Me and My Friends] which is based on gender discrimination to mark 16 Days of 

Activism. This event was held on November 28, 2015 at Al-Shafi (Trust) Girls High School, 

Ammamia colony, Shahdara. 

                              
A picture from the screening of Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and MY Friends] held by AAS. 

The students consisted of gypsy girls and other people who live in the Kala Khatai More Lahore, 

Ammaia colony, Shahdara. Approximately 500 to 700 families reside there and most of them 

are domestic workers while others are factory workers. The program was started with a prayer 

and introduction of GEP and this event. Once the children had seen the cartoon they were 

asked the following questions: 

 How was the cartoon? 

 Which character did you like? 

 What is your role and responsibility?   
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 What lesson do you take away from this cartoon? 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

A teacher of the Al-Shafi Girls High School stated that this was the first time the children had 

watched such an informative movie in school. Students were served refreshments after the 

cartoon and discussion had concluded. A total of 42 girls and 7 teachers attended this event. 

The second event was held at the Jonathan School System for Gypsies at Karol Ghatti Chaina 

Scheme. Held on 5 December, 2015, this event was attended by 17 boys and 18 girls.  The 

students belong to the Gypsy community in Band Road Niazi Interchange Lahore, Karol Ghatti. 

Approximately 300 families live in that area and most of them are beggars. Once the screening 

and discussion had concluded, a teacher from the Jonathan School System for Gypsies 

requested that more Information Education and Communication (IEC) material be shared with 

the school and such screenings be held every month.  

On 25 November, 2015 Center for Legal Aid Assistance and Settlement (CLAAS) held a rally to 

mark the beginning of 16 Days of Activism. The purpose of the event was also to honor 

survivors of domestic and sexual violence, raise awareness on gender based violence and urge 

men to play their role in curbing violence against women. The participants held placards with 

powerful messages on gender discrimination, women’s rights violation, early child marriage, 

sexual harassment and domestic violence. The rally was held outside the Lahore Press Club for 

the public to see.  

Ms Naureen Akhtar, Project Coordinator – CLAAS urged men to play their role in curbing 

gender based violence. She thanked all the organizations and participants especially men who 

participated in the rally. Marqus Ashraf, Administration & Finance Officer – CLAAS shared, 

“Formerly I was not in favor of equal rights for women. After working with Naureen 

Akhtar, Project Coordinator and attending a number of community sessions on gender 

sensitization, I learnt so many things on women’s rights and gained clarity on gender. As 

a result, I actively participated in the rally not as an Administration & Finance officer but 

as a feminist where I passionately joined other men in shouting slogans to promote 

women’s rights. I thank GEP and CLAAS for making me believe in gender equality and 

promoting women’s rights.” 

More than 150 members including men and women and several children participated in the 

rally. A number of media personnel covered this rally. Some of the television and radio channels 

that were present include The News, Dawn News, The Express Tribune and Jehan Pakistan, 

Daily Jinnah, Daily AUSAF, Daily Leader, Daily Mashriq, Daily SAMA, Daily SARZAMEEN, 

Daily JURAT, Daily AWAMI MOHABAT, Daily NAI BAT, Daily EXPRESS, Daily JANG, Daily 

ASH-SHARQ, Daily Jurum-o-Saza, Daily Pakistan, Daily LONDON News, Daily DUNYIA and 

Daily AWAZ. Please see below for some pictures from this rally.  
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A rally held by CLAAS to mark 16 Days of Activism in Lahore on 25 November, 2015. 

Another picture from the rally held by CLAAS in Lahore on 25 November, 2015.   
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Soon Valley Development Program also held an event to mark 16 Days of Activism on 

December 2, 2015. Soon Valley Development Program is working for the economic 

development of poor rural communities in District Khushab, Pakistan. A sub-grantee of GEP 

under Grant Cycle 7A, they organized the screening of Mein Aur Meray Dost [Me and My 

Friends] at Shah-e-Hamdan Public School Naushera, Khushaib. Attended by 28 students and 3 

staff members of the school, the event concluded with some insightful comments from pupils: 

 We learnt to accept the dignity of women. 

 We were not aware about 16 Days of Activism before this event. 

 We learnt to be cooperative with girls in school and public places. 

 We learnt that preventing gender differences at home level is our responsibility. 

 We learnt that girls should fight for their rights. 

 We should work hard and educate our girls to break away from the feudal system. 

 We should raise our voice against early marriages. 

 We should help fellow students who require financial assistance.  

 We should guide uneducated members of society about their basic human rights. 

On December 3, 2015 the University of Gujrat, a sub-grantee of GEP under Grant Cycle 9A, 

organized the airing of GEP panel discussion on “Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence 

against Women” which was attended by 17 men and 33 women graduate students of 

Department of Sociology. The panelists also rendered a few suggestions on how to keep safe 

on social media. Please see below for these suggestions: 

 Students should practice caution while online. 

 University administration should look into cases of cyber harassment registered by 

students. 

 Panelists also raise awareness among participants about the Sexual Harassment Bill of 

Punjab Government.    

Some of the insights shared by students at the end of the event are given below: 

 “This is the problem regarding socialization of individuals in Pakistan. Family 

does not groom its members properly which has serious consequences for 

society.” 

 “[The issues discussed today] are actually a picture of our society’s mindset.  This 

is how our society thinks about women. [The only difference now is] that it is 

happening in a new form via social media.” 

 “We have gadgets in this modern era but do not know how to use them. 

Unfortunately, we are getting educated but not civilized. The need of the hour is 

that we should seriously pay attention to gender issues in Pakistan. People 

should learn the positive use of these technologies for constructive use not 

merely another instrument of oppression for women.” 

 

The University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (UAF), a sub-grantee of GEP under Grant Cycle 9A, 

also organized the screening of GEP panel discussion, “Social Media: A New Dimension of 
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Violence against Women.”  A total of 70 men and 27 women students attended this event which 

was held on 11 December, 2015. The panel consisted of Dr Mahrukh – Activist and Lecturer, Dr 

Ashfaq Maan – Head of the Department of Rural Sociology, Dr Farjeel – Head of Information 

Technology UAF, Ms Kanwal Shehzadi – Advocate High Court and Ms Noreena – PhD scholar. 

At the end of the panel discussion one of the students commented, “This topic is so near to 

our heart and we really need to discuss the problem related to social media with our 

teachers and experts. I suggest this event be conducted again on a larger scale.” 

GEP is happy to report that in 2015 its Punjab region reached out to 2,629 people through its 

events during 16 Days of Activism. Please see below for some pictures from this panel 

discussion.  

                                                
Panelists at the Make Education Safe for All event held at the Agriculture University of Faisalabad. 

 

  
The audience stands up for the national anthem before the commencement of the event. 
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CLAAS held an awareness session on human rights on December 10, 2015. Ms Fatima Jaffar, 

Psycho-Social Counselor, Insan Foundation Trust) facilitated the session during which the 

difference and relationship between Need, Want and Right was discussed. For more clarity 

group work was conducted on making a Rights Tree. In another group work activity participants 

were divided into two groups. One group presented on needs and wants and the other group 

presented on rights and responsibilities. After completing group work one representative from 

each group presented their work. The main articles of Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

shared briefly once the presentations had concluded. Please see below for the reactions of 

participants after attending this event. 

 Ms Sobia John, Program Manager shared that the “basic difference between need 

and right is a very thought-provoking concept that was described in a good way.” 

 Ms Nasreen Sajid, Supporting Staff shared that “it was a very basic and up to point 

discussion and I felt very confident presenting group work.” 

A total of 14 Men and 12 Women attended the session. Please see below for some pictures 

from this event. 

Participants engaged in group work during the event held by CLAAS on December 10, 2015. 
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Mega Event to Mark the Closing of 16 Days of Activism – Baluchistan 
Aurat Foundation organized two planning meetings with Pakistan Gender Coalition (PGC) and 

civil society organizations for 16 Days of Activism against VAW – 2015 Campaign held on 29 

October, 2015 and 2 November, 2015 at Aurat Foundation Office, Quetta. Although these 

meetings were held in collaboration with GEP, the program did not fund them. The purpose of 

these meetings was to chalk out activities with PGC members for 16 Days of Activism and hold 

a MEGA event in collaboration with them.  

A press conference was also held in collaboration with Advocacy and Social Advancement 

Society-Pakistan, PGC members and Aurat Foundation. The press conference was held to start 

the 16 Days of Activism campaign. This press conference was attended by Tanzeem-e-Idara 

Bahali Mustehkeen (TIBM), Quetta Chiltan Lions's Club (QCLC), Youth Organization (YO) and 

Association for Integrated Development Awareness Society Balochistan.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press conference at Aurat Foundation on 2 November, 2015. 
 

The Quetta region of GEP also held a series of DVD screenings of GEP panel discussion 

“Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence against Women.” These screenings were held at 

Purda Club Quetta, Government Girls College Quetta Cantt., Sardar Bahadur Khan Women’s 

University, Government Girls College Jinnah Town, University of Balochistan Quetta and Bolan 

Medical College Quetta. During these screenings participants were briefed about GEP. Please 

see below for some pictures from these screenings. 
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Screening of “Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence against Women” held at the Purda Club in 
Quetta attended by more than 60 participants. 

 

Pictures from the screening of “Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence against Women” held at 
Government Girls Degree College, Jinnah Town, Quetta held on 7 November, 2015 and attended by 

more than 500 participants. 
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A picture from the DVD screening of “Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence against Women” held 
at Government Girls Degree College, Quetta Cantt. held on 20 November, 2015 and attended by 486 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The DVD screening of “Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence against Women” held on 25 
November, 2015 at Sardar Bahadur Khan Women’s University that was attended by 490 participants. 
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Mr Alauddin Khilji, Program Officer (GEP) and Dr Zeenat Sana, Head of Gender Studies Department – 
University of Balochistan at the DVD Screening of “Social Media: A New Dimension of Violence against 

Women” held on 26 November, 2015 at University of Balochistan, Quetta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saima Javed, Deputy Program Manager (GEP) at the screening of “Social Media: A New Dimension of 
Violence against Women” held at Bolan Medical College, Quetta that was attended by 85 participants. 

The Quetta region also held a number of screenings of “Mein Aur Meray Dost,” GEP 3D 

animated cartoon on gender discrimination. These screenings were held at TIBM Middle school 

Killi Paind Khan near Christian Colony, Legends Hall School & College Jinnah Town Quetta, 

and 8 Government schools in different district of Balochistan. Please see below for some 

pictures from these screenings. 
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A picture of the screening of the 3D animated cartoon series attended by 200 students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A picture of the screening of the 3D animated cartoon series attended by 95 students at the Legends Hall 
School & College Jinnah Town, Quetta. 

Under the theme of 16 Days of Activism “Make Education Safe for All” 8 events were organized 

at Government and Private schools in different districts of Balochistan to show GEP’s 3D 

animated cartoon “Mein Aur Meray Dost” [Me and My Friends] and raise awareness on Gender 

Based Violence and 16 Days of Activism. 

A total of 900 students attended these events at the end of which question & answer sessions 

were conducted with students in order to gauge their views on the cartoon series. 

Civil Society Organizations and GEP’s Pakistan Gender Coalition (PGC) organized a “Mega 
Event” on closing of 16 Days of Activism in Quetta.  It is important to note that although Aurat 
Foundation held this event in collaboration with GEP, the program did not fund it. The main 
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objective of the event was to propose a pro-women legislative agenda for Balochistan. The 
event was chaired by Dr Kaleemullah Khan, Mayor Quetta Metropolitan. Women 
parliamentarians such as Ms Samina Khan, Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz and Dr Shama 
Ishaq, National Party also participated in the event. Chairperson Balochistan Public Service 
Commission Justice retired Mehta Kailashnath Kohli, Ex-Senator Mrs Roshan Khursheed 
Bharucha, Dr Ishaq Baloch, National Party, Director General Social Welfare Mr Hashim Khan 
Karar, prominent social activists, academia, lawyers, line department and media personnel 
participated in the event.  

Ms Saima Javaid, Deputy Program Manager – AF, presented the proposed “Charter of 
Demands” and said that the government of Balochistan should take affirmative steps for women 
and pass the Child Marriage Prohibition Act and Acid Survivors Rehabilitation Bill at the earliest. 
The proposed charter of demands 2015-16 is as follows: 

 The Provincial Government of Balochistan should take affirmative steps for the 

establishment of Provincial Commission on the Status of Women. 

 Provincial Coalition Government should make efforts to the “Child Marriage 

Prohibition Bill.” 

 To ensure the formation of “Inquiry Committees” under Anti-Harassment Act 2010 at 

all government and non-government institutions and raise awareness about them at 

the local level. 

 A Provincial Ombudsperson should be appointed for the effective implementation of 

Anti-Harassment Act 2010.  

 Implementation of the Domestic Violence Act. 

 Formation of policies at the provincial level for the socio-economic protection of 

Women Home-Based Workers, formulation of development schemes for 

improvement of economic status of Women Home-Based Workers and 

establishment of ‘Product Finishing Units’ for products made by them. 

 Formation of policy at government level for restoration of peace and harmony 

among citizens of Balochistan. 

 Formation of committees consisting of civil society members, philanthropists, local 

representatives and scouts by government to play an effective role in disaster relief 

for women and children. 

 Electing a woman parliamentarian as Speaker of the Provincial Assembly 

Balochistan. 

 Women parliamentarians should be included in the provincial cabinet. 

 Disabled women should be appointed in all government and private institutions 

according to their allotted quota of 2 percent. 

 Measures should be taken to make government and private departments easily 

accessible for disabled women. 

 Mental Health Care unit should be established in all civil hospitals at provincial and 

district level. 

 Mobile centers for Fistula treatment should be established at all Basic Health Units 

across the province. 

 Psychiatrists should be appointed Special Children institutions established under 

the Social Welfare Department. 

 Emergency exits should be established in all hospitals including Bolan Medical 

Complex. 
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 Women Friendly Spaces like day care centers, restrooms and information desks 

should be established at Chamber of Commerce, Courts, Media Houses and all 

public and private institutions. 

 Human Resource policies of Media Houses should be revised in accordance with 

gender sensitive needs through provision of maternity, annual and casual leave. 

 Gender Sensitive Human Resource policies should be prepared by Chamber of 

Commerce, Courts, Media Houses and all public and private offices and institutions. 

 Political parties should give equal tickets to women for contesting general seats. 

 Legislation and implementation of “Acid Survivor Rehabilitation Bill” for Balochistan. 

 Dar-ul-Amans and women police stations should be established at Divisional 

Capitals. 

 Special measures should be adopted to ensure speedy trial of cases related to the 

violation of women’s rights. 

 

This Charter of Demands was endorsed on a banner by participants. Women parliamentarians 
ensured that they will try their best for the passage of proposed bills from provincial assembly.  

 

People signing the Charter of Demands. 
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A picture from the cake cutting ceremony that took place once the Charter of Demands had been 

endorsed. 

 

Please see Annex 1 for a complete list of the regional events held for GEP campaign “Let Girls 

Go To School.”  
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Annex 1: Nationwide Outreach of Events held for 16 Days of Activism 
 Region Activity Organizers Number 

of 
Events 

Number of 
Participants 

1 ICT Screening of 3D 
Cartoon Series 

Gender Equity Program 2 350 

Pledge-making 
ceremony at NCA, 

Rawalpindi 

Gender Equity Program 1 25 

GEP Event “Let Girls 
Go to School” 

Gender Equity Program 1 106 

2 Punjab Screening of 3D 
Cartoon Series 

SACHET, Women Social 
Organization, Community 
Aid, Community Support 
Concern, AAS, Soon Valley 
Development Program, 
various government and 
private schools 

22 1917 

Seminar Young Men Society Youth 
Front Pakistan, 
Community Aid, various 
government schools and 
colleges 

5 157 

Awareness Session 
for Para-legals 

Community Support 
Concern 

2 58 

Street Theatre 
Performance 

Community Support 
Concern 

1 300 

Rally CLAAS 1 170 

Awareness Session CLAAS 1 32 

3 KPK Screening of 3D 
Cartoon Series 

Rural Development 
Organization Buner, 

COMSATS 

2 150 

4 Sindh Screening of 3D 
Cartoon Series 

CIDP 11 900 

Panel Discussion Sindh Madrasatul Islam 1 280 

District Level 
Community Event 

SDS 1 206 

5 GB Screening of 3D 
Cartoon Series 

PEN 11 1145 

Panel Discussion PEN 1 55 

Sensitization 
Workshop 

PEN 1 35 
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Mega Event PEN 1 270 

6 Baluchistan Screening of 3D 
Cartoon Series 

CYAAD, ASAS-PK, BSDP, 
DANESH, Legends Society 
Quetta. 

10 1295 

Mega Event Pakistan Gender Coalition 
and Gender Equity 

Program 

1 132 

Panel Discussion Purda Club Quetta, QCLC, 
Govt. Degree College 
Quetta Cantt., Sardar 
Bahadur Khan Women 
University, Gender 
Studies Department of 
University of Baluchistan, 
Bolan Medical College 
Quetta 

6 1683 

Press Conference ASAS-PK, Pakistan Gender 
Coalition network, 
Baluchistan Working 
Women Forum 

2 100 

Awareness-raising 
Session 

BSDP 1 65 

PTV Program 
(Pashto/Urdu/Brahvi) 

Pakistan Television  
Quetta 

1 25 

Advocacy Stall during 
Job Fair 

SEHER 1 100 

Community 
Awareness Seminar 
on Women’s Rights 

Women Development 
Department 

1 94 

Rally Sardar Bahadur Khan 
Women University 

1 490 

Banner Signing 
Campaign 

Azat Foundation 1 555 

Debate Competition 
on Gender Based 

Violence 

Azat Foundation 1 112 

Awareness Session Azat Foundation 1 62 

7 AJK Panel Discussion Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
University 

1 30 

Total Nationwide Outreach 93 10,899 
 


